
Whats happening out 
there?? 

Well it is nearly the silly 
holiday season again.   
I think every body is 
looking forward to a 
break as it has not been 
an easy 12 months reces-
sion, weather, prices etc 
have all added up to a 
stressful time.  Finally we 
have some warm growing 
weather, prices are look-
ing up and the outlook is 
not too bad! 
On the veterinary front 
mating finally seems to 
be settling down with 
some good results in the 
pregnancy stakes. 
One thing we are seeing 
is a few issues with 
young growing stock.  
The poor growing condi-
tions seem to have hit 
them hardest.  As they 
are your future ensure 
they don't miss out.  If 
they are not doing well 
talk to us to get the best 
plan to get them moving 
forward again. 
Merry Xmas and Happy 
New Year  from us all.   

Leptospirosis is a widespread disease of farm animals 
in New Zealand, and has been a cause of severe dis-
ease in humans as well.  Farmers especially dairy 
farmers were once the main type of group affected by 
this disease but the use of effective vaccination pro-
grammes on dairy farms has seen the disease reduce 
significantly in this risk factor group, the main group 
affected currently appears to be meatworkers. 
Deer have been shown to be significant carriers of the 
disease in this country, and outbreaks in weaners can 
cause large losses.  Vaccination is a proven method of 
reducing infection and spread of lepto between ani-
mals and ultimately reducing the risk to humans 
catching the disease. 
Recent work has even shown quite significant produc-

Calves not doing as well as they should? Drench not 
working? 
It might be resistant worms, but another very real pos-
sibility is Yersinia. No, this is not the name of the 
attractive but deadly Russian spy who seduces James 
Bond, it is a type of bacteria. The infection can result 
in scours, weight loss, ill thrift, dull coats and even 
death. It is most commonly seen in weaned calves, 
particularly during a period of stress, and it is very 
contagious, often affecting the majority of calves in 
the mob. It causes enteritis, and is spread via the fae-
ces onto pasture, and then other animals can pick it up 
by grazing. 
The tricky part is getting a correct diagnosis; other 
diseases can look very similar, including worms, coc-
cidiosis, copper/ B12 deficiency, BVD and grass defi-
ciency! Although Yersinia can be treated very suc-
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other diseases. And not all antibiotics work every time 

Yersiniosis in Calves 
on Yersinia either, but we have a preferred few 
which work well locally, and these can be given by 
mouth or by injection. 
So how can we tell what is causing the problem? 
Well, a clinical exam can give us some pointers, but 
often some faecal samples need to be taken. We can 
look for worm eggs or coccidia in the clinic, and the 
laboratory can culture for Yersinia, or Salmonella if 
we are worried about that. 
As with all sick animals, take sensible hygiene pre-
cautions (wear gloves, wash hands etc.) �± it is possi-
ble, although not common, for people to catch 
Yersinia. Keeping the animals in general good health 
and on good nutrition will help minimize the chances 
of coming down with this bug �± as with many prob-
lems, a robust calf with a strong immune system will 
cope much better, and being debilitated is a precipi-
tating factor. 

LEPTOSPIROSIS VACCINATION IN DEER 
tion responses to vaccination in deer.  Growth rates 
have been improved by up to 6.1kg in weaners and 
weaning percentages improved by up to 10%.  This is 
probably the simplest way to make an improvement 
in your deer production for a very modest cost. 
A simple programme is to vaccinate weaners at 
3months of age  with lepto and clostridial vaccines, 
autumn is a high risk time for these animals, give a 
booster after  4 weeks, and an annual booster to those 
that are retained in the herd, vaccinating hinds will 
give some maternal protection for the first 12 weeks 
after calving. 
If you wish to incorporate a vaccination programme 
into your deer farming operation contact Chris 
Crickett . 


