SERVICE

N 1 ANIVIAL
Minimising Helfer Mastitis Seminar
Tuesday 8" June— 10.00 — 11.30 am

Hautapu Rugby Clubrooms—Free entry

Morning tea provided- Please RSVP Clinic 07 8277099
Prize draw to win! - 1 bin of Teatseal (Treats 30 animals)

Topics:

Effect of heifer mastitis on production, reproduction and

lifetime performance. _
Control measuresincluding Teatseal. ,éé Zi

Cost /Benefit analysis. VETS
Administration of Teatseal to heifers.

Recent good growing conditions and overcast cloudy, warm, damp weather, same day results or purchase an easy

weather have increased the risk of nitrate - Frosty conditionsin early winter. to use nitrate test kit from us.

poisoning. We are currently seeing very high - Feed cows safe supplements or older

nitrate levels in annual and new permanent Symptomsare dramatic pasture first, then feed new pasture/

pastures. The dry autumn has not helped. crop later. This means the cows are

We have seen our first cases. Heavily pregnant cows are most susceptible not so hungry and it dilutes the nitrate.
to poisoning. Severa animals may be af- - Feed in the afternoon. This alows

What isit? fected, looking slow, breathing heavily, sit- daylight hours for the pasture to proc-
ting down, and dying. Cows can eat suffi- ess the nitrates.

Nitrate poisoning is a very effective way to cient quantities of toxic pasture to cause .  Wait for arun of sunny days, then test

kill cattle, and cause abortions. death in one hour. An abortion storm may the pasture again.

Growing plants convert nitrogen to protein follow exposure

through photosynthesis. However, in certain Treatment

conditions the plants take up soil nitrates Calves are commonly affected as well espe-
faster than they can convert them, and the cially when break fed. They show signs of Nitrate poisoning is an emergency. If you
resulting high levels of stored nitrate can depression, in-coordination and heavy make it clear when you call that this may

cause poisoning in cattle. breathing. be the situation, we will send at least one
High nitrate levels are usually associated vet immediately. We have an effective
with Prevention antidote if given soon enough.
Fast growing annual ryegrass and some Get stock off paddock immediately and
crops, especially after adrought. - Test for nitrate levels by bringing us a give silage/hay to dilute the high nitrate
New pasture and crops of any speciesin sample to the clinic in the morning for feed in their gut.



Cambridge Vets Dairy Update

Winter Diary
Enjoy the dry period - calving is nearly here!!

Do farm walk / feed budget to check cow con-

dition and pasture cover.

Lepto vaccination for herd and heifersif not
aready done.

Check trace element and magnesium levels
and treat as required.

Order magnesium supplements and supplies
eg teat spray. Start Magnesium as required.
Identify and look after induction cows. Plan
to do them early to maximise gaing/profit.

Check herd every week or so for mastitisand

treat as for milking cows. Teat spray!

Treat for wormg/lice. Watch meat withhold-
ing for bobby calves.

Remember yearling heifers. Check growth
rates and health status. Are these animalson
target for minimum mating weight ? ( Jersey
250 kg, cross 275 kg, Friesian 300 kg ).

Prepare calf rearing facilities. Order calf tags,

feeders, decide on rearing system and train
staff etc.

Start magnesium supplements when required.
(1 know I repeated it...its important!!)

Get milking plant checked and serviced by a
registered tester. Don't forget to service the
drench unit and the teat sprayer.

Teat Seal Heifers? CV'S seminar 8th June see

over page! Train heifersto the shed and teat
spray milking stock if they go through shed.
Check for mastitis.

Plan for calving and get staff motivated/
trained. Note - CV'S spring seminar early
July.

Have a good recording system in placeto re-
cord cow eventsin the dry period eg dlips,
masdtitis, treatments etc.

It looks like it will be business as usual for at least this coming spring calv-
ing. It is vital that this is well managed to ensure benefits are maximized
and problems minimised.

The benefits of inducing are driven by economics, and these are greatest
if inducing is done near the beginning of calving. Benefits decrease as
the season progresses. Calving dates can be brought forward up to 3
months

A well planned induction programme will reduce cow problems at calving,
reduce the number of cows needing to be induced the following season,
maximise milk production and reduce empty rates. Most of the problems
stem from poor condition score at inducing, inadequate preparation and
inducing cows too close to calving.

Checklist:
Identify cows to be induced by looking at expected calving date. Ad-
lib feed if necessary up to and after first induction shot.
Supplement magnesium at least three weeks prior to inducing and
ensure adequate supplements during the induction period.
Milk cows that drip milk or are uncomfortably tight before they calve.
Watch carefully for mastitis and metabolic disease. Put these cows in
the colostrum mob.
We cannot do older cows (8+) and do not induce cows with a history
of mastitis or metabolic disease.
Do not attempt to induce cows that are more than 12 weeks or less
than 6 weeks from calving. Cows must be at least 4.5 condition
score. You need accurate calving dates.
It is always a toss up between feed availability and the decision to
induce early. Sometimes it will be better to bite the bullet and get
these cows in milk even if a slight feed pinch occurs.

Herd Drench Deals | Golf day/Vet advisor

Thanks to everyone who attended the

If you are looking at drenching your . !
golf day. It wasafineturn out with

whole herd, we have some great deals

Starter Plus Deal

Starter plusis aproven calving starter drench.
It has been reformulated this season to give
more energy and better flow-ability.
Purchase/Order a 200L before the 30th Septem-
ber and choose a heavy duty jump starter, a
Jamie Oliver Steak pan or afree 20L pack
Purchase/Order a 100L or 60L before the 30th
September get a 1000000 candle power halogen
spotlight.

PLUS Delayed Charge. Pay nothing till Oc-
tober.

more people playing golf than last
year It wasagreat day and we en-
joyed catching up with so many of you
off the farm.

The weather certainly played the
game, | think AB must have had a
word to someone as the forecast was
appalling!

The full results will be out soonin the
next VetAdvisor. Congratulationsto
Rak Armstrong who took out the Alan
Bremner Memoria trophy

“In the spirit of the Day”.

and terms on large packs of drench.
All herd lots of Merial Ancare
Drenches, including the Eprinex
and Genesis Range, buy now Pay
October.
Dectomax pour on isagreat eco-
nomic option for drenching herds
now or after they calve. It hasa
35 day meat withholding .
Talk to Bill if you want to get
some more information on these
great deals 0274518848.
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VETS

Cambridge Veterinary Services (1980) Ltd

Cambridge Vets
Wilson Street

07 8277099 24 hours
0800 CAMVET

www.cambridgevets.co.nz

Clinic Hours
Mon-Wed 8am - 7pm
Thurs-Fri  8am -5 pm
Sat  9am- 12.30pm

On call 24hrsfor emergencies.
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